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Solicitation Information 

September 12, 2013 

Addendum #1 

 

RFP # 7497375 

TITLE:  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT & TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTER 

Submission Deadline:  September 19, 2013 @ 11:30 AM   (Eastern Time) 

 

ATTACHED PLEASE FIND  VENDOR QUESTIONS WITH STATE RESPONSES. 

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS WILL BE ANSWERED. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gail Walsh 

Chief Buyer 

State of Rhode Island 

Division of Purchases 
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1. Please define beginning and end dates of each of the three fiscal years referenced in the RFP (page 17). 

Answer:  

The State Fiscal Year begins July 1 and runs through June 30 (i.e., Fiscal Year 14 refers to July 1, 2013 – June 

30, 2014). 

2. If a bidder’s organization has an approved administrative/Indirect costs rate by its federal cognizant agency that 

is more than the 10%referenced in the RFP (page 17) will a rate that is higher be acceptable to the state? 

Answer:  

The State will allow a rate that is higher than 10% provided that the bidder’s federally approved indirect cost 

rate agreement is attached to the cost proposal. However, the State reserves the right to limit this rate to a 

reasonable amount and bidders are encouraged to submit competitive rates. 

3. If materials are produced that can support the professional development of the early childhood education 

sectors will they reside on the DHS or RIDE’s website or a website that the State expects the successful bidder to 

launch for this PD/TA Center initiative? 

 

Answer:  

RIDE is currently leading a process to establish a central website for all early care and education efforts across 

state agencies (RIDE, DCYF, DHS, Health, EOHHS). The PD/TA Center will be expected to coordinate with this 

effort and update the state website as determined. Content management functionality of the state website 

will allow for material to be included and managed by the successful bidder.  This does not preclude bidders 

from developing a separate website. However, bidders who propose developing their own website should 

address the following elements, at a minimum; cost effectiveness, functionality necessary beyond typical 

website functions, and a plan to ensure that the two websites remain in sync and linked. 

 

4. Will the PD/TA Center successful bidder provide TA to preK programs in the state or will RIDE maintain its own 

separate TA system preK as it currently does? 

Answer:  

RIDE will maintain the primary responsibility for providing TA to state funded PreK sites at least in their first 

year.  PreK sites will be expected to transition from RIDE TA to accessing PD/TA through the Center as 

determined by RIDE.  

5. Do DHS and RIDE expect the PD/TA Center to fold in the existing RIDE TA project efforts into the PD/TA Center at 

any time over the life of the project? (page 9 #3b)?  

Answer:  

RIDE TA project efforts at this time are limited to supporting new and existing PreK programs and two 

programs seeking RIDE CECE Approval annually.  RIDE will continue to maintain those efforts, but intends to 

collaborate closely with the vendor selected for this project. 
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6. Does the State expect the PD/TA Center to use its funding to purchase resource materials for the early childhood 

community that will reside in a resource library (page 8, c, iv), or can these materials be electronic?  

Answer:  

There are no set criteria for how resource materials are made available. Bidders should provide justification of 

how their strategies for providing resources will efficiently and effectively address the project deliverables 

and tasks.  

7. What is the status of the workforce study and registry? Is there an anticipated date when the PD/TA Center can 

draw on the two sources of data to guide its activities? 

Answer:  

The workforce study is ongoing and the date of completion is dependent upon the response rate. It is 

anticipated that results will be available in fall 2013. The workforce registry is scheduled to be operational in 

July 2014.  

8. Are there existing (or currently being developed) databases that the state or another contractor has developed 

and/or maintains that the successful bidder might use to enter participation and performance data? If yes, what 

are these? Or should the successful bidder expect to develop such databases?  

Answer:  

As part of RTT-ELC, RIDE is leading the development of an early learning data system, which will include the 

functionality of a workforce registry. The successful bidder will be required to collaborate with state efforts to 

collect data on PD/TA participation and performance. This could include directly entering data into a state 

system or file transfer from a database maintained by the successful bidder. Bidders who propose 

developing/purchasing their own database should address the following elements, at a minimum; cost 

effectiveness, functionality necessary beyond typical registry systems, and a plan to ensure integration with 

State system. 

9. Regarding the Quality Improvement Grants that have been awarded this past year: is it the PD/TA Center’s 

responsibility to monitor the implementation of those awards as well as the new awards? 

Answer:  

The RTT-ELC Program Quality Improvement Core Team will monitor the implementation of interim grants.  

10. Please define “elective training” (top of page 9, e). 

Answer:  

Elective training is defined as training not developed by the bidder, such as training received at conferences or 

seminars, for which the bidder determines approval based on the criteria listed in the RFP. 

11. What is the anticipated project start date for this effort? 

Answer:  

The anticipated start date for the project will be upon issuance of a State Purchase Order which is estimated 

to be December 2013. 

 

 


